
By Ken Lahmers
Aurora Advocate editor

AURORA 
—  M a y o r 
Lynn McGill 
will serve his 
third term 
starting Jan. 
1.

He was re-
elected with 
2,457 votes 
to Council-
man  John 
Kudley’s 1,597 and Council-
man Tom Dreher’s 1,158, ac-
cording to complete but unof-
ficial results from the Portage 
County Board of Elections.

In other races, At-large 
Councilman Joe Kastelic re-

tained his seat with 2,205 
votes to Brady Krebs’ 1,615 
and Richard Duncan’s 703. In 
Ward 1, Councilman Jim Vaca 
beat Fred Rote 314 to 154.

McGill, 80, was first elected 
in 2001, while Kastelic, 53, 
has been a councilman for 12 
years and Vaca, 66, has served 
for 14 years.

“I’m excited,” said Mc-
Gill. “It’s been a wonderful 
last eight years. We’ve done a 
lot to correct problems in the 
city. With that behind us, we’ll 
try to accomplish some fun 
things.”

McGill said he believes the 
margin of victory was “a vote 
of confidence for me. I’m re-
generated and ready for an-
other four years.”

“I believe McGill’s 47 per-
cent of the vote was less than 
he got last time, so I think that 
shows a lot of citizens wanted 
a change,” said Kudley. 

“A three-person race is al-
ways tough. I want to thank 
the voters and my contribu-
tors; I really appreciate their 
support,” Kudley said.

Dreher cited a quote by one 
of his favorite football coaches 
— Vince Lombardi — in sum-
ming up his loss: “Show me a 
good loser and I’ll show you a 
loser.”

He thanked everyone who 
supported and assisted him, 
especially his campaign man-
ager and treasurer.

Kastelic also thanked ev-
eryone who helped him get 

re-elected — his family, City 
Council and the voters.

“There will be challenges in 
the next four years, but council 
and myself will face them,” he 
said.

Vaca said he’s ready to go 
another four years, and hopes 
to see more projects com-
pleted in his ward, including 
road repairs and storm sewer 
improvements.

“I’m content with my victo-
ry, and I look forward to doing 
what I’ve been doing.”

Ward 3 Councilman Carl 
Rausch and Ward 5 rep James 
Fisher ran without opposition, 
as did Board of Education in-
cumbents Gerald Kohanski, 
Beverly Kuch and Pam Me-
hallis.

Lynn McGill wins third mayoral term
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Close Eye on results

Adam Harris photo
Judge-elect Kevin Poland, left, takes a closer look at the results in the four-way 
Portage County Municipal Court race he won Tuesday. Sharing the moment with 
the new judge is Portage County Probate Court Judge Joseph Giulitto. Behind Po-
land is another winner in Tuesday’s balloting, Councilman Frank Seman, who was 
unopposed for re-election in Ward 2 in Ravenna. 

WATERLOOROOTSTOWN

AURORA

McGill

SCHOOLS

LIBRARY

PORTAGE COUNTY

BRIMFIELD

STOW

Stow Sentry

Stow City Council will see 
two new faces after political 
newcomers Mike Rasor and 
Joe Hicken unseated incum-
bents Tuesday.

Rasor topped the race for 
council’s three at-large seats 
with 4,452, followed by in-
cumbents Janet D’Antonio, 
4,011, and Sara Drew, 3977. 
Incumbent Ron Alexander 

came in fourth with 3,864, 
followed by Brian Lowder-
milk, 3,410 and Elgie Mark 
Underwood,  3,244 votes.

In Ward 4, incumbent Mary 
Bednar lost her write-in battle 
to retain her seat to challenger 
Joe Hicken, who garnered 
1,104 votes to Bednar’s 759.

In Ward 1, incumbent Matt 
Riehl won over Doris Stew-
art, 1,557 to 751. In Ward 2, 
incumbent Jim Costello de-

feated Mark Hicken, 1,222 
to 768. In Ward 3, incum-
bent John Pribonic beat John 
Wysmierski 1,049 to 751.

For the Stow-Munroe Falls 
Board of Education, incum-
bents Richard E. Spangler 
and Karen Wright were re-
elected over challenger Lisa 
Johnson-Bowers.

Two present  Munroe 
Falls at-large Council mem-
bers, Ron Meyer and Nicole 

Welsh, vied for the Ward 5 
seat, with Meyer victorious 
with 186 votes to Welsh’s 
113.

This year’s election was a 
first for the city voters. City 
Council representation by 
wards will be established for 
three of the city’s six wards 
in the upcoming general 
election, a change from the 
present setup of all at-large 
representation.

Rasor and Hicken upset council incumbents  
Vince Coia will be join-

ing the Ravenna Township 
Board of Trustees after top-
ping a three-way race Tues-
day.

Coia led the field with 
1,404 votes, followed by 
incumbent Patsy Artz, who 
was re-elected with 1,243 
votes, according to complete 
but unofficial returns from 
the Portage County Board of 

Elections.
Trustee Robert Cherry 

placed third with 983 votes, 
losing his bid for a fourth 
term. He has been a trustee 
since 1994.

Coia credited his victory 
to door-to-door  campaigning 
and said he looks forward to 
being a township trustee.

“I will definitely put my 
best foot forward,” he said.  

Coia, Artz win in Ravenna Twp.

By Colin McEwen 
Record-Courier staff writer

Both  the Rootstown 
School District and the 
Windham Exempted Village 
School District passed their 
renewal levies Tuesday.

Issue 41, a 5.29-mill, 
five-year renewal levy on 
the Rootstown ballot, won 
by a vote of 1,701 to 968, 
according to complete but 
unofficial results from the 
Portage County Board of 

Elections.
Issue 45, a 5.8-mill, five-

year renewal levy on the 
Windham ballot, was ap-
proved 581-397.

Both levies will fund basic 
programs and services such 
as utilities, maintenance sup-
plies, building and equip-
ment repairs.

The Rootstown levy will 
raise will raise $965,056 per 
year.

The Windham levy will 
raise $339,000 per year.

Rootstown, Windham
renewal levies OK’d

Marlene Dorsey won a 
seat on the Kent Board of 
Education and  incumbents 
Brian Boykin and Ryan Fer-
rara retained their seats in 
Tuesday’s balloting.  

Ferrara led the four-way 
race with 3,408 votes, fol-

lowed by Boykin, 3,052,  and 
Dorsey, 2,785 votes. Michael 
Finley, the fourth candidate, 
received 2,285 votes in Tues-
day’s election, according to 
complete but unofficial re-
turns from the Portage Coun-
ty Board of Elections.

Dorsey wins; Ferrara and
Boykin are re-elected

By Diane Smith
Record-Courier staff writer

Three newcomers will be join-
ing the Field Board of Education 
next year after winning seats on the 
panel Tuesday in a hotly contested 
race that saw the ouster of board 
president David Gynn.

Allyson Westover was the top 
vote-getter in the race with 2,197 
votes, followed by Donna J. Karg, 
2,031; and Terry Kettering, 1,926 
votes,  according to complete but 
unofficial results from the Portage 
County Board of Elections. 

Gynn lost the race, placing fourth 
with 1,689 votes, while Jeremy 

Powell came in fifth with 1,642 
votes.

Westover, Karg and Powell ran 
as a slate.

Westover said Tuesday she is 
looking forward to working with 
the rest of the board.

“I think we’ll be a good team,” 
she said. “We’re all out for what is 

best for the students and that’s what 
we’re going to accomplish.”

Karg, who was shocked to 
hear that she won a seat, said the 
board needs to work to unify the 
district.

“We need to definitely satisfy 
our teachers,” Karg said. “We’ve 
got to ratify a contract we can all be 

proud of. And we need to address 
enrollment we are losing at the high 
school level.”

Kettering said his goal will to be 
address the district’s financial con-
dition.

“I think that will be our goal, to 
get our district financially stable 
first,” he said.

Gynn out; 3 newcomers win school board contest

Voters in the Waterloo 
School District gave a long-
term Board of Education 
member another term, but 
chose a newcomer over a 
first-term incumbent for the 
second available seat.

Brian Pusateri won his 
sixth term on the board 
with 1,105 votes, accord-
ing to complete but unoffi-
cial results from the Portage 
County Board of Elections. 
Pusateri received the most 
votes of the eight candidates.

Dianne M. Whittlesey won 
the second spot on the board 
with 700 votes. 

Incumbent Tara Bolanz, 
seeking a second four-year 
term on the board, came in 
seventh out of eight candi-
dates with 369 votes.

Others in the race were 
Steve Jones with 663 votes;  
Cynthia Franks, 615; Jason 
Brian Trautman, 608; and 
Matthew Montgomery, 587; 
and Jason Dean Braddock, 
98.

Pusateri said he hoped to 
establish an automated emer-
gency call system, set up a 
system to allow parents to 
monitor their child’s grades 
and progress from home, and 
offer dual credits toward col-
lege for graduating seniors.

Whittlesey, the owner 
of a Rootstown hair salon, 
said she hoped to improve 
relations with the commu-
nity. Whittlesey also said 
she would increase the grade 
point average requirement 
for sports.

Pusateri wins, 
and Whittlesey 
unseats Bolanz

By Matt Fredmonsky 
Record-Courier staff writer

Brimfield Township voters 
unseated an incumbent on 
the township board of trust-
ees and replaced him with 
the community’s longtime 
fiscal officer in Tuesday’s 
election.

Incumbent Mike Kosten-
sky retained his seat Tuesday, 
but Dan Tronge lost his posi-
tion on the board to Charles 

“Chick” Sprague, who served 
as Brimfield’s fiscal officer 
for 20 years until his recent 
retirement.

Kostensky led the field 
with 1,664, followed by 
Sprague with 1,134, accord-
ing to complete but unoffi-
cial results from the Portage 
County Board of Elections. 
Tronge, who has served as 
trustee for the past five years, 
received 561 votes.

The other challengers were 
Gary Rodd, who received 
523; Cliff Porter, who re-
ceived 362; Clinton Parsons, 
who received 300 votes;  and 
Jeff Smith, who received 257 
votes of the 4,801 total votes 
cast Tuesday, according to 
the unofficial results.

As fiscal officer, Sprague 
worked with Kostensky 
and the board’s third sitting 
trustee, Sue Fields, whose 

seat was not up for election 
Tuesday.

Sprague, 68, said he is look-
ing forward to working with 
Kostensky and Fields.

“Hopefully (our relation-
ship) will pan out really 
well,” he said. “I think we’ll 
get along.” 

Kostensky, who has been 
a trustee for the past eight 
years, could not be reached 
for comment for this story.

Trustee unseated, another retains seat

Voters rejected a levy that 
would have benefited the Por-
tage County District Library.

Issue 6, a 0.5-mill, 10-year 
levy was rejected by a vote of 
17,017 votes against the levy 
and 14,642 in favor, accord-
ing to complete but unofficial 
combined results from the 
Portage and Summit County 
Boards of Elections.

The levy would have pro-
vided local funding to the 
library district for the first 
time.

Earlier this year, the district 
library made several cutbacks 
in hours and materials, cuts 
the district had hoped to re-
store with the levy funding. 

The district libraries are 
completely dependent on state 

funding, which has declined 
in recent years.

Cecelia Swanson, director 
of the Portage District Li-
brary, said it would be up to 
the board to decide whether 
the levy will be put back on 
the ballot.

“We’ll just keep going 
on like we have these past 
months,” she said.

Voters turn down library funds

Issue 4, a renewal levy for 
Portage County Children’s 
Services, was strongly ap-
proved by voters while Issue 
5, an additional levy for the 
Portage County Health Dis-
trict, was turned down almost 
as strongly.

The vote on Issue 4 
was  28,402 for the levy  to 
14,967 against, according to 
complete but unofficial tal-
lies from the Portage County 
Board of Elections.

The vote on Issue 5 was  
13,583 for the health levy to 
22,286 against.

The Children’s Services 
levy, a 0.75-mill, five-year 

renewal levy for the care, 
placement and treatment of 
abused, neglected and de-
pendent children, will raise 
$1.6 million annually for five 
years beginning in 2010. 

The county health dis-
trict, which serves all of the 
county with the exception of 
Ravenna and Kent, has not 
been able to pass an addi-
tional levy since 1955 when 
an existing 0.4-mill measure 
was first adopted.

 The health district levy 
would have raised approxi-
mately $1.1 million annually 
for five years beginning with 
the tax year 2009.

Children’s levy wins, 
health issue defeated

ROOTSTOWN — Voters 
have returned one incum-
bent and elected one fresh 
face to the board of trustees 
in a crowded, 11-candidate 
field.

Incumbent Diane Dillon 
won a third four-year term 
with 561 votes, the highest 
tally in the race, and Brett 
A. Housley took second, 
with 546 votes according 
to complete but unofficial 
results from the Portage 
County Board of Elections.

Incumbent David Armen-
trout came in fourth with 
485 votes. He was seeking 
a fourth four-year term as 
trustee.

Other candidates in the 
race were Bill Madlem, 
492; Tom Weese Jr., 429; 
Luke Darrah, 427 votes; 
Jim Manion, 427; Roy J. 
Kelsey, 416; Ron Snyder, 
400; James R. Gerren, 391; 
and James Greener, 167.

The race was partly driv-
en by a legal dispute be-
tween the township and the 
Rootstown Water Company 
over who is responsible for 
fire hydrants.

Housley, a lawyer and 
life resident of Rootstown, 
is commissioner of the 
Rootstown Soccer Club and 
a deacon of Grace Church 
of Rootstown.

New face, 
incumbent 
for trustees


